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On January 26, 2022, NV5/Alta Environmental (NV5) conducted a limited asbestos survey at 15526-15544 
Plummer Street, North Hills, California 91343. NV5’s Certified Site Surveillance Technician conducted the 
following activities to document the project: 

 Initial investigation to locate suspect asbestos-containing materials; 

 Physical assessment of suspect materials; 

 Documentation and collection of bulk samples from suspect materials; and 

 Laboratory analysis of all collected samples. 

NV5 was not permitted to conduct destructive sampling on the interior of the residence as was not 
given access to the interior of the northeast shed. Materials found should be assumed to be 
asbestos containing until sampled.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

On January 26, 2022, NV5/Alta Environmental (NV5) conducted a Limited Asbestos Survey for the 
presence of asbestos-containing materials (ACM) at 15526-15544 Plummer Street, located in North Hills, 
California.  

2 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Pacific Coast Charter School Development located in Los Angeles, California, retained NV5 for this 
investigation. Gustavo Sanchez, a Cal/Osha Certified Site Surveillance Technician under the direction of 
Eric Fleming, a Cal/OSHA Certified Asbestos Consultant, both EPA-accredited Building Inspectors 
employed by NV5, conducted the sampling.  

At the time of the investigation NV5 was not permitted to conduct destructive sampling on the 
interior of the residence as was not given access to the interior of the northeast shed 

3 SCOPE OF WORK 

The survey included the following: 

 Initial investigation to locate suspect ACM; 

 Physical assessment of suspect materials; 

 Documentation and collection of bulk samples from suspect materials; and 

 Laboratory analysis of all collected samples. 

4 FIELD AND ANALYTICAL METHODOLOGY 

The sampling was conducted using guidelines set forth in the Federal Register, 40 CFR Part 763. 

Bulk samples collected from the subject site were subsequently analyzed by polarized light microscopy 
(PLM) for asbestos content in accordance with the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s 
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(USEPA) Determination of Asbestos in Bulk Building Materials: EPA/600/R-93/116, July 1993, at AQ 
Environmental Laboratories, a laboratory accredited by the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation 
Program and located in Signal Hill, California. 

Based on the requirements of the USEPA as set forth in 40 CFR 763, a homogeneous area is defined as 
“an area of surfacing material, thermal system insulation material or miscellaneous material that is uniform 
in color and texture.” Furthermore, the regulation requires that a minimum number of samples be collected 
from each identified homogeneous area. If one sample in a homogeneous area is found to contain 
asbestos, the entire homogeneous area is considered to be asbestos-containing. 

It is possible that one sample out of a set of samples collected from a homogeneous area can be positive 
for asbestos and the remaining samples in the homogeneous area are negative. However, the entire area 
must be considered as asbestos-containing. 

Caution is advised in interpreting results provided herein.  

Materials consistently shown to contain asbestos, such as asbestos-cement products, may be assumed by 
the inspector to contain ACM. 

No destructive testing was conducted, including the opening of otherwise inaccessible wall spaces, pipes, 
service chases, or other areas not immediately accessible without demolition. Such inaccessible areas 
were not inspected or sampled. 

Areas or materials that were inaccessible during the survey are so noted on the inspector’s field survey 
notes. 

If renovation or demolition plans will impact areas or materials not previously inspected or sampled, 
inspection and sampling must occur, per requirements of the South Coast Air Quality Management District. 

5 BULK SAMPLE RESULTS  

The following materials were found to be asbestos-containing. 

Material Sample No. Material Location Asbestos Content 

Black penetration 
mastic  

21 – 23 Roof penetrations  6% - 8% chrysotile  

    

The results for all other materials sampled were reported as “none detected,” based on the limitations of the 
analytical method. Please refer to the Material Inventory (Appendix A) for a complete listing of materials 
sampled, locations, and material conditions. 
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5.1 Interpretation of Sample Results 

If any materials were found to contain more than one percent asbestos by weight as determined by the 
PLM method of analysis, the EPA mandates that the material(s) be treated as ACM, subject to regulation 
under 40 CFR 61. 

All repair and/or removal work and subsequent disposal should be performed by a licensed asbestos 
abatement contractor prior to any disturbance of any materials determined to contain asbestos.  

For the ACM identified in this report, dry sawing, sanding or drilling should be avoided. Additional suspect 
materials may be exposed during demolition and/or renovation activities; such materials should be sampled 
and analyzed prior to further disturbance. 

5.2 Inaccessible Areas /Other Limitations 

Inaccessible areas/locations were found during this survey. During the time of the inspection, the residence 
was currently occupied, and the homeowner would not permit destructive sampling. Additionally, NV5 was not 
given access to the interior of the northeast shed.  

6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Any damaged asbestos materials should be removed, repaired, encapsulated, or enclosed. The EPA also 
recommends that all asbestos materials be removed prior to any renovation or demolition activities that 
may impact the materials. The EPA recommends that a proactive, in-place management program be 
enacted whenever asbestos is discovered in a building. Asbestos materials that are not damaged may be 
managed in place with a good operations and maintenance program.  

7 ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS 

This report was prepared exclusively for use by Pacific Coast Charter School Development and may not be 
relied upon by any other person or entity without NV5’s express written permission. The information, 
conclusions and recommendations described in this report apply to conditions existing at certain locations 
when services were performed and are intended only for the specific purposes, locations, time frames and 
project parameters indicated. NV5 cannot be responsible for the impact of any changes in environmental 
standards, practices or regulations after performance of services.  

In performing our professional services, we have applied present engineering and scientific judgment and 
used a level of effort consistent with the current standard of practice for similar types of studies.  

As applicable, NV5 has relied in good faith upon representations and information furnished by individuals 
with respect to operations and existing property conditions, to the extent that they have not been 
contradicted by data obtained from other sources. Accordingly, NV5 accepts no responsibility for any 
deficiencies, omissions, misrepresentations, or fraudulent acts of persons interviewed. 

NV5 will not accept any liability for loss, injury claim, or damage arising directly or indirectly from any use or 
reliance on this report. NV5 makes no warranty, expressed or implied 
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This report is issued with the understanding that the client, the property owner, or its representative is 
responsible for ensuring that the information, conclusions, and recommendations contained herein are 
brought to the attention of the appropriate regulatory agencies, as required.  

Material quantities are in some cases listed within this document. These quantities are not intended to be 
used for removal bidding purposes. Nor is this document intended as a contract manual. Work methods 
and sequence, coordination of participants, applicable codes, engineering controls, required submittals and 
notifications should in all cases be addressed in a separate and independent bidding and contract 
document. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (562) 495-5777. We 
appreciate the opportunity to be of service to Pacific Coast Charter School Development. 

8 SIGNATORY  

 

Respectfully submitted by:  

NV5 

Eric Fleming  
Certified Asbestos Consultant  
Cal/OSHA Cert. #00-2816 
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